HOLYOKE ANIMAL ORDINANCES
A) Animals 
If there are questions concerning any part of this section on animals, please call the Animal Control Officer at 322-5595. 

Animals Fine: $25 

Definition: Any living creature, including domestic or exotic (i.e. dog, cat, fish, horse, cow, sheep, goat, pig, fowl, ferret, iguana, snake, etc.) Code 14-1 

Animal Care 
No person shall beat, cruelly treat, torment, overload, overwork, or otherwise abuse an animal, or cause, instigate or permit any dogfight, cockfight, or any other combat between animals or between animals and humans. Code 14-8 (b), Code 78-9 

Barking Dogs Fine: First offense: Warning. Subsequent: Up to $300 

Any individual or group who allows a dog to bark so as to disturb the peace shall be subject to the fines as issued by the Holyoke Police Department. Code 54-15 (bb). 

Control of female dogs Fine: $100 

Every female dog in heat must be kept in a building or in a secure place in order to avoid contact with other animals (dogs) except for planned breeding. 

Code 14-4 (c) 

Dangerous Dogs or Animals Fine: $50 

Definition: Any dog or animal that possesses a known propensity, tendency or disposition to attack, cause injury, or to otherwise threaten the safety of human beings 

or other animals without provocation. Code 14-44(b) 

Dog Bites Fine: not more than $300 

Any person, after receiving written notice that the dog owned or controlled by him has 

attacked and/or bitten or caused injury or otherwise endangered the safety of any person(s) or domestic animal(s) within the city in such a manner as to be deemed a menace, nuisance, and a threat by the animal control officer, and after receiving a subsequent written notice of a repetition or continuance of such act or acts, shall be subject to secure enclosure as required by Sec. 14-44(b) of the Holyoke Code of Ordinances. In each instance, such written notice(s) shall be reasonably definite and informative to the owner or person controlling the dog(s) as to time, place and manner of the incident or disturbance, which has occurred. Code 14-45 (a) 

Keeping Fowl 
No fowl shall be kept within the city limits unless allowed by zoning regulations. Code 14-12 

Kennels Fine: not more than $200 

Definition: Any premises wherein any person, partnership or corporation engages in the business of boarding, breeding, buying, letting for hire, training for a fee, or selling dogs, or engages in training dogs for guard or sentry purposes. This would include any pack or collection of more than three dogs at least three months old kept on a single premise regardless of the purpose for which they are maintained. Code 14-1. 

No person, partnership, or corporation shall operate a commercial animal establishment or animal shelter without first obtaining a permit. Code 14-2 (a) 

Leash Law Fine: $100 

All dogs must be physically restrained on a leash that is no more than six feet long or kept contained in an enclosed area. Code 14-1, 14-5 (a) 

Licenses Fine: $25 ea. dog 

Any person owning, keeping, harboring, or having custody of any dog over three months of age must have a city issued license, which is valid for one year. Application for a license must be made within 30 days after obtaining a dog over three months of age. This requirement will not apply to a nonresident keeping a dog within the city for less than 60 days. Dogs must wear both identification tags and city issued license tags at all times. Code 14-41 (e, d, g) 

*** Please call the City Clerk’s Office for more information. 

Pet Dogs Fine: $25 

A single residence shall not exceed in housing or sheltering more than three dogs within 

City limits. Code 14-41 (m) 

Removal of dog waste 
The owner or person controlling the dog is responsible for removing waste from public walkways and recreation areas as well as private property. Removal includes disposal of waste. Code 14-42 

Vaccinations Fine: not more than $50 

All dogs must be vaccinated against rabies following Massachusetts State laws. Proof of rabies vaccinations is required for licensing each dog. Code 14-3 

Vicious Dogs Fine: $50 

Definition: Any dog, which attacks a person or another animal without provocation and causes death or serious bodily injury will be impounded and quarantined for the proper period of time for rabies observation. No such vicious dog or animal shall be re-registered in the city. Any costs of impoundment or disposal of the animal shall be borne by the owner. Codes 14-44A (a) (b) (e). 

Wild Animals Fine: Not more than $300 

Definition: Any raccoon, skunk, fox, lynx and other similar warm-blooded animals and poisonous or non-poisonous reptiles normally found in the wild. Code 14-1. 

No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any wild animal as a pet.
Code 14-49.
