Division of Health and Human Services

City of Springfield

Department: 
Thomas J. O’Connor Animal Control & Adoption Center - Board Meeting
Date:

March 19, 2008
Present: 
James Tillotson, Donald Tryon, Cynthia Romaniak, Barbara Hays, Helen Caulton-Harris, Allan Chwalek
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	Call to Order
	· The meeting was called to order 3:45 pm
	

	Minutes from March’s Meeting


	· The board reviewed the minutes
	· Name correction – Donald Tryon

	Update


	· Jim: Thank Helen for having the meeting at Chicopee


	

	Budget


	· Electricity is up $$$
	· Budget will balance out



	Director’s Report


	Personnel Update:

· Animal Control Vasquez out on surgery

City of Westfield:  (Thanks to Jim)

· Barbara met with representatives from the City and discussed the services TJO provides.  They looked impressed.

Town of East Longmeadow:
· Barbara has heard rumors about interest in Animal Control Services.  Nothing formal however it would be a nice addition to the list of contracted cities and towns.
Budget hearing/FY09:

· The budget meeting date was 03/21/08.  Barbara would like two additional positions added for the coming budget cycle. Currently TJO only has 4 officers on staff.  

Rabies Clinics:
· TJO is planning to offer low cost rabies clinics.
Fundraising Event: 

· Barbara/TJO working Tibby’s Harley-Dickinson to host motorcycle charity ride.

Press conference with Springfield Police:

· Barbara was asked to attend conference with Springfield Police and Mayor Sarno.  The Flex-Squad has been a great asset to TJO.  Special thanks to Kenney and Vega with the removal of 30+ animals.

	· The representatives took information to the Mayor.  Barbara will follow-up in the upcoming week.

· To add more officers on staff.  This will help with licensing sweeps early summer.
· Barbara would like to have a clinic in each city.  Board members will get back to Barbara with sites that clinics may be conducted.  

· Barbara would like to know of any contacts that would sponsor or participate in the fundraising event.


	Other
	· It seems that dog bites are not being reported to the Health Dept. It is required to report all dog bites to Health Dept.  

	· TJO will put together a data spreadsheet report with police reports
· Ask health directors to submit any bites reports to TJO.

· Helen will send letter.



	Adjournment
	· 4:45 pm
	

	Next meeting
	· April 16, 2008
	


